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ZUSAMMENFASSENDER BERICHT UBER DIE AUSGRABUNGEN IN
ARSAMEIA 1963

Vorbemerkung

Fiir die im Jahre 1963 durchgefiihrte
Grabungskampagne in der von mir entdec-
kten Konigsresidenz von Arsameia am
Nymphaios in Kommagene (Kleinasien)
hatten wir uns folgende Ziele gesetzt :

1) Beendigung der Arbeiten im Hie-
rothesion des kommagenischen
Konigs Mithradates Kallinikos auf
der Eski Kale.

2) Untersuchung der Hangschutt-und
Hohlensedimente im Bereich der
Eski Kale.

3) Kldarung der Besiedlung des Kadi
Tepe (am Fusse der Eski Kale).

4) Wiederaufstellung der von uns in
den bisherigen Kampagnen inner-
halb des Heiligtums aufgefunde-
nen Reliefs an ihren urspriinglic-
hen Standorten (Sockelanlagen I-
II-I11), Vorsorge fiir den Schutz
dieser Monumente und fiir die mit
dem «Heiligen Gesetz» des Konigs
Antiochos beschriftete Felswand.

Die Finanzierung der Arbeiten wurde
durch einen Zuschuss der Deutschen Fors-
chungsgemeinschaft, der Gesellschaft zur
Forderung der Westfilischen Wilhelms-
Universitiat sowie durch private Stiftun-
gen ermoglicht, fiir die ich mich den Her-
ren Dr. E. Rindtorff und Paul Vollmann
freundschaftlich verplichtet fiihle. Das
benotigte Arbeitsmaterial ist weitgehend
gestiftet worden und wurde durch die
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Prof. Dr. Friedrich Karl DORNER

Deutsche Levante - Linie frachtfrei von
Hamburg nach Iskenderun beférdert.

Teilnehmer und Zeitdauer

Folgende Mitarbeiter waren an der
Durchfiihrung der Arbeiten in Arsameia
im Jahre 1963 beteiligt '

1) Prof. Dr. Friedrich Karl Dérner,
Grabungsleiter (Miinster)

2) Dipl. Ing. Wolfram Hoepfner, Arc-
hitekt (Berlin)

3) Bau-Ing. Klemens Rintelen, Archi-
tekt (Miinster)

4) Wilhelm Winkelmann, Prahistori-
ker (Miinster)

5) Dr. Hansjiirgen Miiller-Beck, Pa-
ldontologe (Bern)

6) Dr. Heinrich Rahn, Bankdirektor
a. D., zustdndig fiir Kasse, Buch-

filhrung und Inventar (Diissel-
dorf)

7) Carmen Rahn, Photographin (Diis-
seldorf)

8) Franz-Josef Jiittner, zustindig fir
Technik, -Lagerverwaltung und
Transport (Miinster)

9) Ali Ozgiir, Arciologe und tiirkisc-
her Regierungskommissar (Ada-
na).

Von diesen Teilnehmern hat Herr
Rahn in dankenswerter Weise fiir seine
Tochter und sich selbest alle Unkosten
(mit Ausnahme der Verpflegung) getra-
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gen. Herr Rintelen und der Grabungsleiter
wurden von der Regierung der Landes
Nordrhein-Westfalen beurlaubt, ebenso
Herr Winkelmann vom Landschaftsver-
band Westfalen.

Entsprechend den gestellten Aufgaben
war die Teilnahme der Mitarbeiter von
verschiedener Dauer. Mit den Herren
Rintelen und Jiittner verliess ich selbest
am 10. Mai Miinster, um den Aufbau des
Zeltlagers vorzubereiten, fiir den Abtrans-
port des Expeditionsmaterials von Isken-
derun nach Kéahta Sorge zu tragen und
die Arbeiten zur Sicherung der Monumen-
te in Angriff zu nehmen. Am 8. Juni trafen
Herr und Fraulein Rahn sowie die Herren
Winkelmann, Miiller-Beck, Hoepfner und
Ali Ozgiir im . Zeltlager ein. Nach Beendi-
gung ihrer speziellen Arbeitsaufgaben
verliessen uns Herr Miiller-Beck am 7.
Juli, Herr Winkelmann am 13. August,
Herr Rahn und Tochter mit Herrn Ali Oz-
giir am 31. August. Die offiziellen Grabun-
gen wurden an diesem Termin eingestellt.
Die Zeit bis zum Aufbruch der iibrigen
Teilnehmer am 9. September diente dazu,
das bisherige Grabungsgebiet auf der Eski
Kale in einen ordnungsgemissen Zustand
zu bringen und das Zeltlager abzubauen.

~Wir hatten die Freude, dass im Ver-
laufe der Kampagne 1963 eine grossere
Anzahl Besucher nach Arsameia kamen.
Wiederholt waren der Kaymakam von
Kahta, Bay Nazmi Cengel¢i sowie verschie-
dene Ressortleiter bei uns zu Gast, die uns
in jeder Weise immer ihre Hilfe zuteil
werden liessen. Ebenso besuchte uns der
Vali von Adiyaman, General a. D. Alaeddin
Kiral; er liess fiir uns nach ungewdshnlich
schweren Regenfillen im Frithsommer um-
gehend die Anfahrtswege zum Lager wie-
der instand setzen und war bemiiht, uns
unsere Arbeiten nach Kriften zu erleich-
tern, ebenso wie die zustdndigen Leiter
seiner Regierungsdiensstellen.

- Zum erstenmal war auch ein de-
utscher Regierungsvertreter bei uns zu

Gast, und zwar der deutsche Botschafter
in Ankara, Dr. Gebhardt v. Walther, der
die weite und beschwerliche Anreise, beg-
leitet von Dr. F. Steinherr, nicht gescheut
hatte. Ausserdem waren in der zweiten
Halfte der Ausgrabungen Frau Dr. E. Dor-
ner und Frau M. Rintelen im Zeltlager an-
wesend, die sich tatkraftig der Losung der
schwierigen Verpflegungsprobleme annah-
men und ausserdem, zusammen mit Dr.
Rahn, fiir die Beschriftung der reichhalti-
gen Scherbenfunde Sorge getragen haben.

Ergebnisse der Kampagne 1963
1. Die Arbeiten auf der Eski Kale

Im Mittelpunkt standen die Untersuc-
nungen im Hierothesion des Mithradates
Kallinikos, um in diesem Bezirk die Arbe-
iten abzuschliessen. Es handelte sich hier
um folgende Vorhaben :

1) Zu-und Aufginge zur Eski Kale

2) Grabungen auf dem Plateau der
Eski Kale

3) Untersuchungen der Hangschutt-
und Hohlensedimente

1) Zu-und Aufginge zur Eski Kale

In der Publikation: «Arsamia am
Nymphaios. Die Ausgrabungen im Hierot-
hesion des Mithradates XKallinikos von
1953-1956» (Ist. Forsch. Bd. 23, zitiert:
Arsameia a. 0.) wurde bereits S. 101 ff.
von unserer Suche nach den
berichtet. Die in I-J/XI-XII (Arsameia a.
0. Plan 3) angeschnittene und teilweise
freigelegte Steinsetzung aus Bruchstei-
nen, die wir als Endstiick eines gepflas-
terten Weges angesprochen hatten (vergl.
Arsameia a. O. S. 102 mit Abb. 4), erwies
sich tatsdchlich als Aufweg auf die Eski
Kale und wurde bis zur Sockelanlage II
freigelegt.

Das Anschlussstiick des Aufweges
von Sockelanlage II zur grossen Eingang-
shalle auf der Westseite der Siidflanke
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war offensichtlich kiinstlich iiber den
Hang verlegt und ist daher génzlich zers-
-tort. Dagegen sprach vieles dafiir, den
Aufgang und vielleicth auch noch Teile
einer Toranlage auf dem Siidhang unter-
halb des Plateaus in H 4-6/X 10-XI 1
fassen zu konnen. Die hier unter der Le-
itung von W. Hoepfner ausgefiihrten
Arbeiten argaben zunichst, dass die Ver-
schiittungen viel grosser waren, als ver-
mutet werden konnte.

«In einer Tiefe von ca. 1, 5 m zeigte
sich die Wangenmauer der grossen helle-
nistischen Freitreppe, die wir nach der
Aufnahme der Profile freigelegt haben.
Weite Teile ist sie in der vollen Breite
von 6,40 m erhalten. Dort, wo die seitli-
 chen Wangenmauern beginnen, ist ein
3 m tiefes Podest vorgelegt worden.
Noch in nachantiker Zeit ist dieser Auf-
weg in Benutzung gewesen, nur ist er
durch die Anlage seitlicher Mauern und
eines Vorturmes aus den Triimmern der
Aufbauten und Stiitzmauern um mehr als
die Hilfte verengt worden. Eine iiber der
Treppe Liegende Schuttschicht ents-
tammt der Zeit des gdnzlichen Abbruchs
der antiken Gebidude, deren Bauglieder
aus dem begehrten weissen Kalkstein an
diesem Platze au maultiergerechten Las-
ten zurechtgeschlagen wurden, um dann
in der Kirche von Barsauma wieder ver-
wendet zu werden» (Hoepfner; vgl, die
Nachweise Arsameia a. O. S. 303).

2) Grabungen auf dem Plateau der
Eski Kale : -

Es war das Ziel der auf der Hohe des
alle aus der hellenistischen Zeit stammen-
den Uberreste zu erfassen. Uber den Ver-
lauf der einzelnen Untersuchungen berich-
tet W. Hoepfner, der diese Arbeiten leite-
te, folgendes : ‘

«Nach der Tiefengrabung I (Arsameia
a. 0. S. 162) erschien die nw. Erhohung
des Plateaus fiir kiinftige Untersuchungen
besonders erfolgversprechend zu sein.

26

Zwei das Gelinde erfassende Schnitte
(A. u. B) zeigten aber, dass an dieser
Stelle die hellenistischen Bauten einsch-
liesslich der Fundamente ausgeraubt wa-
ren. Die soliden Bruchsteinmauern der
mittelalterlichen Schicht II griinden in
dieser Ausbruch schicht direkt auf dem
Felsen. Nicht weit unter die Oberfliche
dagegen reichen die Mauern und Stiitz-
mauern des spidteren Gutshofes, der
Schicht 1.

Die Grabung C galt der Erkundung
eines offensichtlich frithen Raumes, der
1953 mit dem «grossen Suchgraben» am
Siidhang angeschnitten worden war (Ar-
sameia a. O. S. 148 ff.). Die Freilegung er-
gab einen symmetrischen, mit Binken
und einer zylindrischen Vertiefung verse-
henen, unterirdischen Kultraum, der
wolh als Mithrdum gedeutet werden muss.
Keramik, farbige Putzstiicke, herabges-
tiirzte Sdulenbasen sowie zwei Miinzen
aus der Ausbruchschicht lassen schon
jetz erkennen, dass es sich hier nicht um
einen hellenistischen Bau handelt, sondern
um einen spiteren Raum, zu dessen
Schicht eine Anzahl schon im 9. Jh. wie-
der - verwendeter Toros - und Kugelbasen
gehort.

Gliicklicherweise fanden sich in den
Schuttschichten Bruchstiicke von Siaulen,
Kapitellen, Basen usw., die uns wesent-
liche Schliisse iiber die Form der hellenis-
tischen Aufbauten erlauben. Dazu gehéren
2 dorische Kapitelle; sie scheinen neben
einigen gut in hellenistischer Technik gear-
beiteten Pfeilerquadern mit Wolfs - und
Diibellochern zu der antiken Toranlage
zu gehoren. Abgeschlagene ‘Akanthusb-
ruchstiicke passten bei einem Kapitellfrag-
ment an, das durch eine eigenartige For-
mung von Bliiten zwischen den Akanthus-
blittern auffillt. Drei kannelierte, fast
unbeschéddigte Sdulentrommeln gehoren
zu dieser kleinen S#ulenordnung. Der
grosse Kultbau, der sich nur auf dem
Westteil des Plateaus befunden haben



































































































AYASOFYA BAPTISTER!

nin yanindaki hali kubbeye gomiildiigi
kaydedildigine nazaran vaktiyle burasi bu
maksatla hazirlanmamis bulunuyordu.

ingaa Tarzi:

Binanin i¢ duvarlarinin yapi sekli ta-
mamiyle Justinien devrindeki Bizans iu-
saa sekline benzemektedir (31).
kullanilan tuglalar 39 X 39 X 45-5cm
ebadindadir, ve har¢ Ayasofya’dakine
benzemektedir. Orijinal vaziyetini muhafa-
za etmis kisimlarda Ayasofya’daki gibi ma-
lakari Concav seklinde bir harg isciligi
goriilmektedir. Binanin alt katindaki dik-
dortgen seklinde 1,10-1,20 genisligindeki
pencereler (Res. 9) Tiirk devrinde agilmig-
tir. Biitiin Baptister'lerde oldugu gibi
burada alt katta pencere olmasina imkan
yoktur. Bu pencereleri Tiirk devrinde olii-
lere dua edilmesi maksadiyla sonradan
acilmigtir. Yukari kattaki pencereler ta-
mamiyle Bizans uslubundadir ve bunlar
orjinal pencerelerdir. (Res. 10)

Yukan kattaki pencerelerin bir kis-
m1 daha sonraki devirlerde Ayasofyay1
ayakta tutmak i¢in yapilan controforlar
dolayisiyla  kapanmistir. Binanin i¢ du-
varlari Tiirk devrinde siva ile kapatilms
tizerlerine Tiirk stilinde tezyinat yapilmis-
tir, ve bu tezyinat muhtelif devirlerde ya-
pilmistir. Kubbe tezyinati son asirda ya-
pilmis olmalidir.

Vaktiyle binamin duvarlari diger bii-
tiin mithim Bizans binalarinda oldugu
gibi mermer ve diger kiymetli renkli tas-
larla kapli olmalidir (32). Bugiin bunlar-
dan hig¢ bir eser kalmamistir.

Vaftiz Havuzu (Res. 11, 12)

Evvelce Baptister’de bulunan vaftiz

(31) Brehier - Art de Byzance S. 72-76.
(32) Brehier - Art de Byzance S. 74.

Heilopolis metropolidi Cenadius bu duvarla-
rin kiymetli taglarla kaph oldugunu ve sonradan
bunlarin Haglilar tarafindan alinmg oldugunu
kaydetmigse de bir kaynak gbstermemistir,

Baptisterium’un kapisinin sag

Yapida

havuzu Colimvithva hakkinda Anonyme
Rus seyyahi bilgi vermektedir. (33). «Bu
tarafinda
bir kuyu ve ortasinda Colimvithva var-
dir ? Bunun boyu 6 Sagiéne’dir. Bu havuz
Patrik tarafindan vaftiz merasimi i¢in kul-
lanilmaktadir»..

Bir Sagiéne 2,1336 m olduguna gore
havuzun boyu 12,80 m olmas: lazim gel-
mektedir, ki tabii bunda biiyiik bir muba-
laga vardir. '

Antoniades’in yapmis oldugu olgiiye
gore havuzun gevresi 12.80 m ¢ap1 4.07 m.
dir. Bu ol¢iilerle bizimkiler arasinda fark-
lar vardir (34). '

Havuz, plan ve resimlerde goriildiigii
vechile (PI. II) iki tarafi merdivenlerin
bulundugu cepheler koseli ve asil vaftiz
havuzu vazifesini goren kisim Elliptique
sekildedir. Bu havuz uzun kisimda, dis ke-
nardan dis kenara 3.25 m. uzunlukta, orta
kisimda yine kenardan kenara 2.50 m. ge--
nisliginde ve yiiksekligi de 1.52 m. dir. Ha-
vuzun i¢ boyu 2.80 m. i¢ eni 2,10 m.
i¢ derinlik 1.16 m. dir.

Havuz bulundugu yere kismen gomii-

lerek kondugu igin her tarafi aynm suret-

te iyice yontulmamis ve gomiilii kismin,
kaba surette yontulmasi kafi goriilmiistiir.
Bunun igin simdiki vaziyete. nazaran
kuzey kosede bu kaba surette yontulmus
kismin yiiksekligi 85 cm. oldugu halde
Giineye dogru gittikce 73 cm. ye kadar in-
mekte, sonra bir kose seklinde yukariya
dogru yiikselerek 88 cm. ye ¢ikmaktadir.

Havuz tamamiyle musavi bir sekilde
yontulmamgtir. ki nihayetindeki kalin-
lik 24 cm. oldugu halde ortada bir kalin-
Iik 21 cm. ye inmektedir.

Kuzeydeki bir kose teskil eden kis-
min tam ortasinda 21 X 21 cm. olan bir
salip yeri, Giiney tarafinda ise merdive-

(33) Khutrevo S. 227.
(34) Antoniades C. 1. S. 124,
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nin birinci basamag hizasinda havuzun
icindeki kavisli kismin ‘baslangicinda 22
X 21 cm. eb’adinda diger bir salip yeri
vardir (35). (Res. 12).

Tamamiyle beyaz mermerden yapil-
mus olan havuza ii¢ ayak merdivenle inili-
yor ve mukabil tarafa da li¢ ayak merdi-
venle cikiliyordu. Basamaklar tamamiy-
le birbirine miisavi degildir. Birinci ve
ikinci basamak 23 cm tigiincii ve dordiin-
cii basamaklar 24 cm. dir.

Ayasofya’da bulunan bu biiyiikk vaf-
tiz havuzundan baska Istanbul civarin-
da bulunmus ve bugiin Arkeoloji muzesi

ne nakledilmis bulunan 4 Bizans vaftiz
havuzu mevcuttur.
Bunlardan Mendel katalogu 1177/

2156 numarada kayith bulunani dig sekli
itibariyle quartilube bir tarzdadir ve
yalmz bir tarafinda bir merdiven vardir.
Diger tarafta vaktile mevcut olan merdi-
ven sonradan kaldirlmistir. Dis yiiksek-
ligi 1,55 derinligi 1,20 ve i¢ uzunlugu 1,16
m. Zeynep Sultan Camiinin avlusunda bu-
lunmus olan bu vaftiz havuzunun bir tara-
finda 5, diger tarafinda 1 salip yeri var-
dir (36). '

ikinci vaftiz havuzu : Mendel katalo-
gu 1178/2159, yukardan goriiniis itibarile
Ayasofya’dakine benzemez. Bir yonca
yaprag seklindedir. Basamag yoktur. Dis
uzunlugu 1.55 olan bu vaftiz havuzu siyah
damarli beyaz mermerden yapilmistir.

Topkapidaki .bir kazida bulunarak

miizeye nakledilmistir (37).

Uciincii Vaftiz Havuzu : Arkeoloji
Miizesi envanterinde 3898 numarada ka-

(35) Hatchatorian Res. 180 buradaki plﬁn Van Ni-
ce’in bir krokisinden alinmistir. Lataby-Swainson
St. Sophia 1894 S. 19, 20, 100, 132, 183, 209,
217, 219 Res. 3.
Gurlit Bau Kunst S, 21-22.
Grabar, Marthyrion 1946 S. 392.

(36) Hatchatorian 209.

(37) Hatchatorian Res. 200.
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yith bulunan ve Ayvansaray’'daki Atik Ko-
ca Mustafa Pasa camiinden getirtilmis o-
lan havuzda yukaridan goriiniise nazaran
bir yonca yaprag: seklindedir. Yalmz bir
tarafinda ti¢c basamakli bir merdiven var-
dir. Dis yiiksekligi 1,23, derinligi 1 m. u-
zunlugu 1,87, eni 1,49 metredir. Bu vaftiz
havuzu da sekli ve biiyiikliigii itibariyle A-
yasofyadakine benzememektedir (38).

Dordiincii Vaftiz Havuzu : Bizim ic¢in
en sayam dikkat olan bu mermer vaftiz
havuzu Eski Eserler ve Miizeler Umum
Miidiirii Sayin Riistem Duyuran tarafin-
dan Yalova’da bulunmus ve 1962 yilinda
Arkeoloji miizesine nakledilmis olamdir.
(Res. 13-14)

Distan goriiniisii bir salip seklinde
olan bu vaftiz havuzunun iki tarafinda
havuzun i¢ine inmeye yarayan merdiven-
ler vardir. Asil havuz kismi Elliptique se-
kildedir. Havuzun umumi uzunlugu 1,94
m. vyiiksekligi 0,94 m, eni 0,97 m. dir.
Kenarindaki kalinligi 9 cm dir.

VI. a1 yiizyila ait olarak tarihlendi-
rilmis olan bu havuzun bir dis kenan
ile, yine aym tarafta bir kosede bircok
salip yerleri goriilmektedir.

Istanbuldaki Ayasofya Baptisterin-
den bagka 1920-1923 senelerinde Saray
Burnunda yapilmis alan kazi esnasinda
Hodigithria (Res. 15) (Yol gosteren) Bap-
tester’i de bulunmustur. Bina Ayasofya
Baptister’i gibi tugladan yapilmis ve ya-
nindaki Semi - Rotonde seklinde bu-
bulunan Collonadelh bir Atrium’a bagh
lunuyordu. Bina- (Res. 16-17) altigen
bir sekilde idi, bunun bes kosesinde or-
talama 6 m ¢apinda ve derinlikleri 4 m o-
lan Absid’ler (Niche) vardi. Altinci Ab-
sid’in bulunmasi 1azim gelen yer Atrium'-
la bir baglant1 teskil etmek iizere uzun-
ca Nartex olarak kullamilmigti. Baptiste-
rin umumi uzunlugu nis ortasindan di-
ger nise kadar 20,73 metre idi. Ortadaki

(38) Hatchatorian Res. 201.
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vaftiz havuzu iki devir gecirmisti. Biria-
ci devirde daha kiiciikken sonradan biiyii-
tilmiistii. Bu son devirdeki vaftiz havuzu
tamamiyle mermerden yapilmis ve 12 ko-
seliydi. Havuzun etrafinda yarim daire
seklinde bes nis vardi, altinci bir nis ye-
ri dis zeminle baglanti yeri idi ve muhte-
melen vaftiz merasimi esnasinda Rahip
burada bulunarak merasimi idare edi-
yordu.

Her yarim daire seklinde bulunan nis-
te havuza inmeye yarayan ii¢ basamak
merdiven vardi. Havuzun derinligi 84 cm.
idi. Hodigithria ayazmasinin suyunun go-
giis hastaliklarina iyi geldigi de zannolu-
nuyordu (39). Kazi esnasinda bu havu-
zun altinda daha derin tabakaya varmak
icin yapilan sondajlarda, burada vaktiy-
le bir Roma Thermes'’i bulundugunu gos-
teren kalintilara tesadiif edilmisti.

Istanbul’da hem bir Baptister hem
de hastaliklara iyi geldigi kabul edilen ve
giinahlardan temizlenme maksadiyla da
kullanilan. bina yalniz Hodigithria babtis-
teri degildi diger agiazmalar da vardi.
Bunlarin en meshurlar1 Blechernea ve
Pigi agiazmalan idi.

Blechernea Agiasmas1 buradaki The-
odokos kilisesi yaninda idi. Bu agiazma
bugiin de mevcuttur. Fakat bina siiphe-
siz eski bina degildir.

Evvelce 15 Agustosta Imparator ve
Imparatorice maiyet memurlar1 ve hiz-
met¢ilerle beraber buraya, mukaddes ha-
mam Hagios Lousma da yikanarak giinah-
larindan temizlenmek icin  geliyorlardi.
Binadan iceriye girdikten ve buradaki I-
conlara ibadet ettikten sonra, Agiazmanin
Kolimvithva’sina ii¢ defa dalip ¢ikiyorlar-
d1 ve bu surette biitiin giinahlarindan
siyrilmis oluyorlard: (40).

(39) Demangel-Mambury. Quartier des Mangannes
S. 108. '

(40) De Cer. 1, 18, S. 108 II, 52, S. 774-775. Titrova
S. 137, 201, Feridun Dirimtekin 14. Mintika
Blechernea S. 199-200. K. Grivas, Blechernea S.
25.27.

Pigi (Bahkh) Agiazmasi da suyunun
sifa verici ve mukaddes bir su olmas1 ha-
sebiyle Imparatorlarin Ascension yortu-
sunda biiyiik bir merasimle geldikleri bir
yerdi.

Asil membag: iizerindeki bina Impa-
rator Leon 1. (457-477) tarafindan yap-
tirilmisti- (41). Kilise ise Imparator Jus-
tinien tarafindan insaa edilmisti (42).

Agiazmanin iizeri dairevi bir kubbe ile
prtiiliiydii. Bu kubbe Goge benzer tarz
da mozayiklerle siislenmisti. Asil yikan-
ma havuzu dortgen seklinde idi ve iki

taratindaki merdivenlerle havuza inili-
yordu.
Nartex (Plan I) :
Baptisterin bir de nartex'i vardi.

Bu nartex batidayd:, vaktiyle giris bu
cephedeki —simdi bir pencere haline
konmus olan — - bir kapi vasitasiyla te-
min ediliyordu. Nartex'in uzunlugu 13.90°
m. eni 3,15 metredir. 540 ar m. uzunlu-
gunda iki yan kisimla 3,15 m. uzunlugun-
da bir orta kisma vardi. Yan kisim-
lar gapraz tonozlu idi. Batidaki kap1 2.10
genisliginde idi (Res. 18-19-20).

_Avlu (Plan III):

Baptister'in vaktiyle kuzey tarafin-
da agilan ve bugiin Oriilmiis bulunan ka-
pidan ¢ikilinca 12.30x11.25 m biiyiikliigiin-
de bir avlu bulunmaktadir. Bu avlu Bap-
tistér binasimin kuzey duvarlan/Ayasof-
yanin giiney cephesi duvarlari/ve bu bi-
nanin en giiney-batisinda bulunan Cont-
rofor/ve bu cephedeki dolambagli rampa
(Kohlias) in dogu duvarlariyla/cevrilmis
bulunmaktadir. Bu avlu Baptister duva-
rinin 4.95 m kuzeyinde bulunan iizeri 6r-
tiilii bir kap: tesisi ile iki kisma ayrilmis-
tir. Bu kapali kismin kuzey yiiziinde yan
soveleri iki mermer kolona dayamr. 1.42
m. genisliginde bir kap1 yeri goriiliir. Bu

(41) Nic. Calliste: Hist Eccl. XV, 26.

(42) Precopius. de Aedof. I. 3.. Bonn. 184-185 The-
oph, cont. VI, 15 Cedienus I, ‘1, S. 678 Khitrevo
S. 138.
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kolonlann iki tarafinda sagda (Doguda)
198 m. Batida 1.70 m. genisliginde iki
aciklik vardir. (R. 21).

Kapinin dayandin mermer kolonlar
82 Cm. yiiksekligindeki ayaklara dayan-
maktadir. Kolon basliklar1 Bizans stilin-
dedir. Bunlann iizerinde, disariya dogru
kaymis vaziyette ¢ift mermer kare levha-
lar, iizerinde ise: kenarlarn basik sekilde
birer kisma havi mermer ve nisbeten daha
ince siitunlar vardir. Bunlarin tizerinde ise
yine harice tagkin vaziyette dikdortgen sii-
tun basliklar1 mevcuttur (R. 22).

Bu siitunlar bashklar1 vasitasiyle bu
kismi orten kemerlerle birlesir. Bu son ko-
lon bashiklarinin kuzeye bakan yiizlerinde
birer salip mevcuttur. Altta bulunan bii-
yiik kolonlarin bashklar: Ayasofyadakiler-
den ziyade kiiciik Ayasofya S. S. Serge et
Bacchus ve Ravenna’daki Ste. Vitale kilise-
sinde bulunan basliklara benzerler. Kapi
tesisinin dayandigi mermer siitunlar iize-
rinde, vaktiyle bunlarin iki yanindaki du-
varlara bagli oldugunu gosteren vazih bir
iz olmasina ragmen her iki taraftaki duvar-
larda ince bir baglanti eserinin goriilme-
si vaktiyle bunlar arasinda bir ahsap ya-
p! veya bir pencere tesisi bulunmus ol-
masl fikrini hatirlatmaktadir. Vaftiz ha-
vuzu bugiin bu kapali avlunun Giiney-Do-
gu kosesinde bulunmaktadir.

Bu kap1 tesisinin kuzey tarafinda bu-
lunan acik avlunun kenarlarinda vaktiyle
Ayasofya belki de diger camiler icin yag
deposu vazifesini gormiis olan mermer
sarkofage’ler bir ¢ok biiyiik kiipler sira-
lanmistir. Avlu vaktiyle mermerle dosen-
misti. (R. 23).

Avlunun bugiin harigle olan baghligi,
Ayasofyanin girisinde bulunan gisenin ge-
risindeki rampali yol baslanglcma agilan
bir gecit vasitasiyledir.

Duvarda ve Kubbede Vaktiyle
Mevcut — Mozayik ve Freskler —

Ayasofya gibi her taraft mozayiklerla
siislenmis olan bir kilisenin Baptister'inin
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de, biitiin aym yiizyillarda yapilms olan
fresklerle siislenmis oldugu tabi idi. Bu
diger binalarda oldugu gibi, mozayik ve
hususda yegane mevcut olan bilgi 1200
tarihine dogru Istanbul’a gelmis olan An-
toine de Novogorode'un yazdiklaridir :
«Ayasofya’'min Baptisterinde Isa'nin
Yahya tarafindan Seria nehrinde nasil
vaftiz edildigini, Yahyanin halki nasil dog-
ru yola davet ettigini ve gocuklarla biiyiik-
lerin (Vaftiz olmak icin) nasil Seria neh-
rine atildiklarimi gosteren resimler mev-
cuttur. Biitiin bunlar gayet mahir bir
ressam olan Paulos tarafindan yapilmis-
tir. «Biitiin hayatim boyunca hi¢ bir yer-
de bu kadar giizel resimler gormedim»,
yine burada bir patrik tarafindan iizerine
30 dirsek uzunlugunda Isa’'min tasvirinin
kondugu mesnetler vardir. Ressam Paulos
kiymetli taglardan ve ezerek toz haline ge-
tirdigi incileri suyla karistirarak Isa'min
resmini yapmustir (43). Biitiin bu- giizel
seyler halen Ayasofyada bulunmaktadir».
- Kafi derecede acik olmayan bu kayit-
dan binanin kubbesinde ressam Paulos ta-
rafindan yapilmis olan Seria Nehrinde St.
Jean Baptiste tarafindan Isa’nin ve diger-
lerinin Vaftiz edilmesini gosteren moza-
yikler oldugunu anlhiyoruz. Bunlar, daha
sonra tetkik edecegimiz Italyada ve diger
memleketlerde bulunan Baptister'lerdeki

' rnozaylklerm benzeri olmasi 1azim gelmek-
i tedir.

Ayrica Vaftiz merasimi esnasinda 30
dirsek (30X0. 5=15 m ?) yiiksekliginde
muhtemelen mozayikten yapilmis bir Isa
Icon’'unun da buraya getirilerek hazirlan-
mis olan mesnetler iizerine kondugu da
anlasilmaktadir. Sonraki kayitlara gore

(43) Antoine de Novogorode Khitrovos. 96.

Bu seyahatnamenin Kopenhagen niishasinda
buraya su ciimle ilave edilmistir! Biitiin bu giizel
ve kiymetli seyler giinahkarhgimiz yiiziinden
Haglhlar tarafindan Roma’ya nakledilmis bulun-
maktadir. Bu cilimle siiphesiz kitaba 1204 den
sonra bir Copiste tarafindan veya vaziyetten ha-
ber alan miiellif tarafindan ildve edilmis olma-
indur. :
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THE BAPTISTERY

The Baptistery stood in the south-
west corner of St. Sophia, and was sepa-
rated from the main building by a sepa-
court. It is now connected with the main
building by the buttress and accessories
built later. The Baptistery was built prior
to Justinian’s St. Sophia. North of this
building, in the facade looking on St. Sop-
hia, was an entrance with marble co-
lumns. To-day the Baptistery is occupied
by the mausoleums of Sultan Mustafa I.
(1617 - 1623), who had not built himself
a burial place during his reign, and of

Sultan Ibrahim (1640-1648). According |

to Turkish chronicles the building, prior
to the burial of those sultans, was not
used for another purpose, and was left
empty .

(1) Katip Celebi, Fezleke, vol. II, p. 211, «Sultan
Mustafa died in the middle of the month of Ra-
mazan (1648). He was buried in an empty do-
med building, built before the Conquest, near
St. Sophia.»

Ali Sefqi, Hayrullah efendi Tarihi Zeyli, vol.
XVII, p. 83.

Evliya Celebi, vol. I, p. 354, «All the mausole-
ums of the sultans were filled with the tombs of
sultans, princes, and princesses, and no place
could be found for Mustafa Han. His body re-
mained 17 hours on the stone-bier. At last, as
no place could be found, he was buried in the
stone building, which is near the Great St. Sop-
hia, and which in the olden days was an oil sto-
re. As there was no earth in the domed building,

earth was brought from the Palace garden, and

the ground was covered with it.»

About Sultan Ibrahim, see Fezleke, vol II, p.
320, «The Suitan of the Earth as deposed, and
imprisoned in the place reserved to deposed
sultans, and his door was walled up... he was

OF SAINT SOPHIA

Feridun DIRIMTEKIN

No detailed information exists about
the extant Baptistery of St. Sophia either
in Procopius or in Silentiarius *. We know
only that it was called Megali Photistir
in order to distinguish it from another
Baptistery, and that, like all other Bap-
tisteries, it was dedicated to Agios Ioan-
nes Prodromes (St. John Baptist).

According to An. Banduri, * before
Justinian built St. Sophia he built a cha-
pel of circular plan, under the name of
Agios Ioannes Prodromos. The dome was
gilt in gold, and the interior decorated
with precious stones. This building was
near the Horlogion, and quite close to the
Metatorion, where emperors often had
dinner with their suite.

sent to the world of Eternity by an executioner.
After the funeral service he was buried in the
mausoleum of Sultan Mustafa, rear the gate of
St. Sophia.»

Naimi, Ayasofya Library, No. 3105, vol. II, p.
170, «He was buried near the tomb of Sultan
Mustafa, near St. Sophia.»

This is all the information we {ind ia Ottoman
chronicles about the modifications made in the
Baptistery in order to convert it into a mauso-
leum. There is no information at to when and
why the large baptism tank extant was taken
out, how it was transporied to the court in the
north, when the door on that side was walled
up, and when the second door which now exists
at the east of building, and the windows on the
ground floor were opened.

(2) Paulus Silentiarius, in his History of St. Sophia,
pp. 28 and 563, mentions that the people who
came out of the building by the north gate went
to a Axpaantta Loetra which cleansed the soul
and washed stains. :

(3) An. Band.
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walls were cased in precious stones. They
were plundered by the soldiers of the
Fourth Crusade» 7.

We know that, as St. John Baptist
baptized Christ in the Jordan, the bap-
tism ceremony in the early Christian pe-
riod was performed in rivers . It had to
be in general a river or source of wihch
the water was considered holy.

It is believed that in a later period
baptism tanks existed in the Catacombs.
In the Catacombs of Rome, and in one
catacomb discovered at Alexandria, have
been seen tanks which are thought to be
baptism tanks. In many countries the
climate conditions made it difficult to
perform the entire ceremony in the open.

. .

In the reign of the emperor Constan-
tine the Great, when Christians found it
possible to worship freely, churches were
built, and it was customary to have a bap-
tistery near every church '°. Baptisteries
were as a general rule chapels dedicated
to St. John Baptist *°.

In early times baptisteries were built
on the north side of a church, and someti-
mes on another side. For example, in the
Basilica of Giizelbagce at Izmir the bap-
tistery is close to the presbytery *', in the
Basilica of Abu Mana near Mariotte in
Egypt ** the baptistery is adjacent to the
atrium in the west, in the Basilica of So-
lena it is close to the south basilica %, in
the basilica discovered in the Side exca-

(17) Genadios, metropolitan of Heliopolis.

(18) Kraus, Real Encyclopidie der christliche Al-
tertumes, article Taufe,

(19) 1b.

(20) In.

(21) Wulff, p. 239, ill.230; Weber, Byz., X, 1901, pp.
568 - 573, PL; Strgowsky Kleinas. 1906. Pls. 48
49.

(22) Wulff, p. 228, ills. 226, 229; Kaufmann, Heili-
ge Stadt in der Wiiste, p. III.

(23) Wulff, p. 242, ill. 237.
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vations **, as well as in the 6th century
Byzantine cathedral discovered in the Ca-
licingrat excavations it was in the north-
east part of the building *°.

In the center of the interior of bap-
tisteries was always a baptism tank called
kolymbethva. In the early Christian period
it was customary for the baptism cere-
mony to be performed by the total im-
mersion of the candidate, which made it
necessary to place the tank in a building
erected for that purpose. Those buildings
were generally covered with a dome. In
the early period, after a catechumen was
quite prepared to be baptized he was bap-
tized by a bishop once every year *¢. Af-
terwards when the number of candidates
increased so much that the baptisteries in
cathedrals proved insufficient it became
necessary to build several baptisteries in
one town, as was the case in Rome.

The baptims tank as a general rule
was one metre deep. At one side was a
place for the bishop. There water flowed
from the mouth of pigeon figures in gold
and silver, symbols of the Holy Ghost.
In the 6th century were added to them
statues of Christ and St. John.

The candidate descended into the
tank by a flight of three steps, and came
out by similar steps on the opposite side.
The tanks were not always of the same
size. In Western Europe, after the 6th
century, the practice of total immersion
was abandoned, a depth of water of 35 to

(24) Prof. Arif Mansel, 1946 - 1953 senelerinde Pam-
phylia’da yapilan kazilar ve aragtirmalar, 1958,
plan of Side.

(25) Prof. Alex. Deroko, Architecture, mo}txuments

et décorations dans la Serbie du moyen age,
Belgrade, 1953, p. 32, P1. 38.

(26) Le Merle, Le style byzantin, p. 38; Ch. Diehl,
Manuel dart byzantin, p. 176; Pulgher, Ancien-
nes églises byzantines de Constantinople, pp.
5-6.
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ARKEOLOIl DERGIS!

merly existed a flight of stairs before the
door that gave access to the north court,
but no stairs were found. This shows that
the original floor of the building was on
a level with the court on the north fagade.
The floor of the Baptistery must have
been formerly paved with marble, as in
other baptisteries. Although we have no
complete informations about this, we
presume that the extremely heavy tank
was removed and the floor covered with
earth certainly after the first burial. As
Turkish chronicles relate that Sultan Mus-
tafa I. was buried in the empty building
with a dome, close to St. Sophia, we may
conclude that the place had been prepa-
red for that purpose.

STYLE OF STRUCTURE

The form of structure of the interior
walls of the building is identical to that
of the reign of Justinien **. The bricks u-
sed in the stucture measue 39 X 39 X 4,55
cms. The mortar is like that in St.Sophia.

In the parts which have retained their ori- | (plan IT) the two facades with steps are

ginal form is seen mortar applied with
a trowel in a concave form, as in St. Sop-
hia. The restangular windows in the lower
story of the building measure from 1,10
to 1,20 ms. across (Fig 9). They date from
the Turkish period. No baptistey ever
‘had windows in the lower story. Those
windows were opened in the Turkish pe-
riod, to allow passers-by pray for the
dead. The windows in the upper story
are entirely in the Byzantine style. They
are the original windows. (Fig 10)

Some of the windows in the upper
story were closed at a later date beca-
use of the buttresses erected in order
to consolidate St. Sophia. In the Turkish
period the interior walls of the building
were covered with plaster, and at various
periods decorated with ornaments in the
Turkish sytle. The ornaments on the do-
me probably belong to the last century.

(31) Brehier, L’art byzantin, pp. 72 - 76.
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Formerly the walls of the building
must have been cased in marble and ot-
her valuable colored stones, as in all ot
her important Byzantine buildings .
No trace of then remains to - day.

THE BAPTISM TANK (Fig-11-12)

The Anonymous Russian traveller gi-
ves us the following information about
the kolymbethva, the baptism tank,
which stood formerly in the Baptistery *.
(Fig 12) «On the right hand side of
the door of this Baptistey is a well, and in
the center a kolymbethva. The length is 6
sagienes. The tank is used by the Patriarch
for the baptism ceremony».

As one sagiene equals 2,1336 ms. the
length of the tank should be 12.80 ms. This
is of course a gross exaggeration.

According to the measures taken by
Antoniades the circumference of the tank
is 12.80 ms, and the diameter 4.07 ms.
Those measures differ from ours .

As seen in the plan and illustrations

angular, and the part which actually ser-
ved as a baptism tank is elliptical. The
long side of the tank measures fom one
outside border to the other 3.25 ms. In
the central part the tank measures 2.50
ms. across. The height is 1.52 ms. The in-
terior of the tank measures 2.80 ms.
in lengh, 2.10 in width, and the depth is
1.16 ms.

As the tank was partly buried in the
ground, all parts are not equally well
hewn. The buried part has been roughly
hewn. In-the north corner (according to
its pesent position )the part that is ro-
ughly hewn has a height of 85 cms., di-
minishing southwards to 73 cms.

(32) Op. cit., p. 74.

Genadios, metropolitan of Heliopolis, says that

those walls were cased in precious stones, which
were afterwards plundered by the Crusaders, but he

does mention a source.

(33) Mme. de Khitrowo, p. 227.
(34) Antoniades, vol. I, p. 124.




THE BAPTISTERY OF SAINT SOPHIA

The thickness in the two ends of
the tank is 24 cms., and in the middle
21 cms.

Exactly in the middle of the part
which forms an angle in the north is the
place of a cross measuring 21 by 21 cms.
On the south side, on a level with the
first step at the beginning of the curved
part inside the tank, is the place of anot-
her cross measuring 22 by 21 cms. ** (ill.
6).

The tank is made entirely of white
marble. Candidates entered it by three
steps, and came out by ascending the th-
ree steps on the opposite side. The steps
are not quite equal in size. The first and
second steps measure 23 cms., the third
and fourth 24 cms.

Besides the large baptism tank fo-
und in St. Sophia, four Byzantine baptism
tanks were discovered in various places in
iIstanbul, and transported to the Museum
of Archeology, where they are now on
show.

One on them is entered in Mendel's
Catalogue under No. 1177/2,56. Exteriorly
it is four-lobed. It has steps on one si-
de only. The steps which existed formerly
on the other side were removed at a
later date. The exterior height is 1.55.
The depht is 1.20 ms., and the interior
length 1.16 ms. It was discovered in the
courtyard of the Mosque of Zeyneb Sul-
tan. On one side is the place of 5 crosses,
and on the other side the place of one
cross *°, '

The second baptism tank is entered
in Mendel's Catalogue under No. 1178/
2159. Seen from above it is unlike the

_ 35) Hatchatorian, ill. 180. The plan
. drawn from a sketch by Van Nice.
Leathaby and Swainson, eop. cit., pp. 19, 20,
100, 132, 183, 209, 217, 219, ill. 3.; Gurlitt,
Baukunst, pp. 21-22.; Grabar, Marthyrion,
1946, p. 392.
(36) Hatchatorian, ill. 209.

there is

one in St. Sophia. It is of trefoil shape,
and has no steps. The exterior length is
155 ms. It is made of black - veined
white mrable. It was found in the excava-
tions at Topkapu, and transported to the
Museum *'.

The third baptism tank is entered in
the inventory of the Museum of Arche-
ology under No. 3898. It was brought
from the Mosque of Atiq Koca Mustafa
Pasa at Aksaray. Seen fom above it is
of trefoil shape. On one side only are
three steps. The exterior height is 1.23 ms.
the depth 1 m., the length 1.87 ms., the
width 149 ms. That tank also differs
from that of St. Sophia in shape and si-
ze %,

The fourth baptism tank is the
most remarkable in our eyes. It is of
marble. It was discovered at Yalova by
Riistem Duyuran, Director General of An-
tiquities and Museums, and transfered
to the Museum of Archaeology in 1962.
(Fig 13-14) Its exterior is of cruciform
shape. On two sides are steps to ender the
tank. The actual baptismal part is of el-
liptical shape. The total length is 1.94
ms., the height 9.94 m., the width 0.97
m. The thickness on the border is 9 cms.
In has been dated in the 6th century.
On the outside border, and on a corner
on the same side are seen the places of
many Crosses.

Besides the Baptistery of St. Sophia
at Istanbul the Baptistery of Hodegetria
(the Conductreess) (Fig 15) was found in
the excavations made in the Saray Po-
int in 1920 - 1923. It is built in bricks,
like the Baptistery of St. Sophia. It was
connected with the adjoining colonnaded
atrium, in the shape of a semi-rotunda.
The building was of hexagonal form.
(Fig 16-17) In five corners were apses
(niches), measuring on an average 6 ms.

(37) Ibid. ill. 200.
(38) libid., ill. 201.
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across and 4 ms. in depth. The place
where should have been the sixth apse
was occupied by a rather long narthex,
which connected the building with the
atrium. The total length of the Baptis-
tery, from the middle of one niche o
the other niche, was 20.73 ms. The bap-
tism tank in the -middle has witnessed
two periods. In the first period it was
small, and afterwards it was enlarged.
In that last period the baptism tank
was made entirely of marble, and it had
twelve sides. Around the tank were fi-
ve semi - sircular niches. The place of a
sixth niche was the point of junction
with the exterior ground. It is possible
that the priest stood there during the ce-
remony of baptism and conducted the
ceremony.

In each semi - circular niche were th-
ree steps leading down into the tank,
The depth of the tank was 84 cms. The
water from the Agiasma (holy well) of
Hodegetria was believed to have the
virtue of curing chest ailments 3. Du-
_ring the excavations, borings were to dis-
cover a deeper layer beneath the tank,
and remains were found, which showed
that once Roman thermae existed there.

In Constantinople the Hodegetfia
Baptistery was not the only building
which was used as a baptistery as well
as to cure ailments and cleanse from
sins. There were other agiasmas, the
most famous being the Agiasmas of
Blachernae and of Pege.

The Agiasma of Blachernae was clo-
se to the Curch of Theotokos. It still
exists, but the building is certainly not
the ancient building. Formely on the
15th of August the Emperor and Emnp-
ress, with their suite and servants, ca-
me here to wash, and to cleanse their
sins in the holy bath of Hagios Lousma.
After entering the building, and worshi-

(39) R. Demangel et E. Mamboury, Le
des Manganes, p. 108.

quartier
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ping the icons there, they plunged three
times in the kolymbethra of the hagias-
ma, and thus were purified of all their
sins *°,

In the Hagiasma of Pege (Bahkh)
the water was believed to cure ailments
and to be holy. The Emperor came there
in great ceremony on the feast of Ascen-
sion. The building above the actual so-
rurce was erected by the emperor Leo I.
(457 -477) **. The church was built by
the emperor Justinian **. The agiasma
was covered with a circular dome, deco-
rated with mosaic ornaments imitating
the sky. The baptism tank was on quad-
rugular form, and on each side were
steps.

THE NARTHEX (Plan I)

The Baptistery had a narthex in the
west. It was entered on that side by a
door now converted into a window. The
narthex measures 13.90 by 3.15 ms. It
comprises two lateral parts measuring
540 ms. each in length, and a central
part 3.15 ms. long. The lateral parts had
intersected voults. The west door was
2.10 ms. wide. (Fig 18-19-20)

THE COURT (Plan III)

On the north side of the Baptistery
was a door now walled up, which gave ac-
cess to a court measuring 12.30 X 11.25
ms. The court is surrounded by the
north wall of the Baptistery, the wall of
the south fagade of St. Sophia, the but-
Sophia, and the east wall of the winding
ramp (kohlias) on that side. The court
is divided into two parts by a covered
portal situated 4.95 ms. north of the
Babtistery wall. On the nort face of

($0) De Cer., vol. 1. 18, p. 108, vol, II pp 52, 774-
775; Tritrova, pp. 137, 201; Feridun Dirimte-
kin, 14 Mintaka, Blachernae, p. 199-200; K. Gri-
vas, Blachernae, p.

(41) Nic. Calliste, Hist, Eccl, XV, 26.

(42) Procopius, De aedif., I, 3, Bonn, pp. 184 - 185;
VI, 15; Cedienus, I, 1, p. 678; Mme. de Khit-
rowo, p. 138.



THE BAPTISTERY OF SAINT SOPHIA

o T AR

that covered place is a doorway 1.42 ms.
wide, the jambs are supported by two
marble columns. On the right hand side
(east) of those columns is an open space
1.98 ms. and on the left hand side (west)
an opening 1.70 ms. wide (Fig 21).

The marble columns supporting the
‘doorway rest upon bases 82 cms. high.
The capitals are in the Byzantine sytle.
They are adorned with double marble squ-
‘are panels, projecting sideways. Above
are small, slender marble columns,
with rectangular capitals likewise pro-
jecting sideways. (Fig 22 )

Those columns are joined by their
capitals to the arches covering that part.

On the north face of each capital is
a cross. The capitals of the lower large
columns resemble not so much those
of St. Sophia as those of the Church of
St. Serge and St. Bacchus (Kiigiik Aya-
sofya) at Istanbul, and of the Church
of St. Vitale at Ravenna. On the marble
columns supporting the portal there is
no evident trace showing that they we-
re formerly joined to the wall on each
side, but on the walls is seen a faint tra-
ce of juncture, which suggests that in
between was a wooden structure or a
window. The baptism tank stand now in
the south - east corner of that closed court.

On the border of the open court north
of the portal are ranged marble sarcopha-
gi, and a great number of large jars,
which formerly served to store the oil
for St. Sophia, and perhaps for other
mosques also. The court was formerly
paved with marble (ill. 23).

To-day the court communicates
with the outside by a passage opened at
the beginning of the ramp behind the
ticket office at the entrance of St. Sop-
hia.

PICTURES, MOSAICS, AND FRESCOES,
which formerly existed on the walls and
the dome.

e i

It was a matter of course that a bap-
tistery belonging to a church entirely deco-
rated with mosaics, such as St. Sophia,
should be decorated with mosaics and
frescoes, like other buildings erected in
the same century. The only informati-
on we have corroborating this is in the
writings of Antony of Novogorede, who
visited Constantinople in 1200.

«In the Bastistery of St. Sophia
are pictures representing Christ baptized
by John in the river Jordan, John in-
viting the people to enter the right
path, children and adults plunging in-
to the river Jordan (to be baptized).
All those pictures are by a very clever
painter named Paulos. In all my life I
never saw such beautiful pictures any-
where. In the same place are supports
upon which the Patriarch placed a pic-
ture of Christ, 30 cubits in height. The
painter Paulos made the picture of Ch-
rist with precious stones and pearls
ground into powder and diluted in wa-
ter **, All those beautiful things are at
present in St. Sophia.»

The above account is not quite clear,
but we understand that in the dome
of the building were mosaics by the pa-
inter Paulos, representing the baptism
of Christ and others in the Jordan by
St. John Baptist. Those mosaics must
have been similar to the mosaics in the
baptisteries of Italy and other countries,
which we shall review prensently.

We understand also that during the
ceremony of baptism an icon of Christ
(probably a mosaic), measuring 30 cu-
bits (15 ms ?) in height, was brought

(43) Mme. de Kbhitrowo, 96. In the Kopenhagen
copy of this book of travels has been added in
this place the following sentence, «All those
beautiful and valuable objects, because of our
sins, have been transfered to Rome by the Cru-
saders.» That sentence must no doubt have
been added to the book after 1204 by a cop-
yist, or by the author himself when he was
informed of the fact.
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lobed. Susch is also the form of the tank
at Kaliba, at Cape Bon. That building is
dated in the 6th century **.

At Ravenna, the baptistery called
St. Joanni in Fonde * is of octagonal
plan in the interior, in the orthodox
fashion. In the corners are semi - circu-
lar niches, and this presents a similarity
with the St. Sophia Baptistery. But the
interior constructive form is in a totally
different style. The arches in the cor-
ners of the octagon rest upon marble co-
lumns built against the wals, and upon
those arches is a second story with
arches likewise supported by marble
columns. The baptism tank in the cen-
ter is large, and of octagonal form. In
the middle of the dome is seen in a cir-
cular frame a mosaic representing Ch-
rist baptized in the Jordan by St. John
Baptist. Around that, in a large circle,
are representations of the twelve apost-
les, and outside, in the third large circ-
le, are representations of apostles, prop-
hets, and saints, holding books, or coty-
les.

In the structure of the church Hel-
lenistic tradition is apparent, as in Late-

rano. The mosaic ornamental scheme of

(49) P. A, Février et C. Poinsot, Les Cierges et
abeille, iconographie du bastistére découvert
dans la région de Kaliba (Tunisie), Cahiers arché-
ologiques, X, 1959, pp. 10, 11, (South of
the apse of this 6 th century basilica, this bap-
tistery was in the form of a court open on all
sides, in the middle was a baptism tank me-
asuring 2 by 1.60 ms, cased in mosaics.»

(50) Holzinger, pp. 78, 80; S. Bettini, Felix Raven-
na, p. 41; Nordstern, Ravepna Studien, p. 32;
St. Battari, II Battistério della cattedrale di Ra-
venna. VII. Corso di cent, dell arti Ravenna-
deet Byz., 1960, 2, Fac. 5, pp. 7-12; Mario
Mazotte, I1 baptistério della cattedrale di Ra-
venna, op. cit, 1961, Fac. 3., pp. 255-298;
F. W. Deichmann, Friihbyz. Bauten und Mosa-
iken in Ravenna, figs. 8 - 16; Vollbach Heimer,
Friihbyz. Kunst, p. 72, figs: 139 - 143; R. Hu-
mann, Gesch, der Kunst, II, p. 92, fig. 69;
Hachatorian, fig. 339,

the Baptistery of St. Sophia may be said
to resemble that baptistery.

The Baptistery of the Arians at Ra-
venna was built by King Theodoric in
490. It was close to the Cathedral of
Santo Spirito. Its form is a repetition
of the Orthodox basilica, and the gene-
ral spirit of the mosaics in the dome
is identical **. From the point of vi-
ew of iconography they resemble the
Albeng Baptistery in Liguria *°.

~ In Italy, at Pompeii, the baptistery
of the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore
is believed to belong to the 5th century.
It is the Nicera building which measu-
res 2440 ms. across. It is of circular
plan, and, with the colonnade encirc-
ling the tank, resembles somewhat the La-
terano Baptistery.

We see that the baptistery most
like that of St. Sophia is the baptistery
of the Cathedral of Abu Mana (St. Me-
nas), at Mariotte, in Egypt, because it
is of quadrangular form outside and the
interior is of octagonal form. Some bap-
tisteries, square inside and octagonal out-
side, resemble the St. Sophia Baptistery,
but their interior architecture is different.

We know that the walls of the St.
Sophia Baptistery were cased in marble,
but it is a fact that we have no satisfac-
tory information on its condition prior
to 1204.

(51) Holzinger, p. 81; Deichmann, Friihchristliche
Bauten und Mosaiken. in Ravenne, figs. 61 -68;
Serg. Bettini, Felix Ravenna, p. 5; Vollbach
and Heimer, pp. 73-74, fig. 149; Humann,
Geschichte der Kunst, II, p. 99, fig. 73; O.
Wulff,, p. 343, fig. 378.

(52) G. de Angelis d’Ossat Il baptistériodi Albengi
VII, 1961, pp. 145-146 B. Fletcher, History of
architecture, London, 1959, p. 292.
Later baptisteries were built on an octagonal
plan. The Asti Baptistery, which was built in
1130, and the Carmona Baptistery, which was
built in 1167, are also octagonal (Fletcher, p.
277). '

(53) Holzinger, pp. 62-65.
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