HACILAR - BURDUR EXCAVATIONS 1958

A second season's work was carried
out at Hacilar durinig August and Sep -
tember M>58 by James MeHaart. M.r. Seton
Voyd, Director of the British Institute of
Archaology at Ankara, was also present
for part of the time.

iince more we were happy in securin'g

the assistance of Bay Osman Aksoy as
representative of the Turkish Government

and the help and courtesy of the Vali and
local officials at Bui,dur. We are especkilly
indebted to the Vali, Bay Orhan Kapan for

providing a bulldozer at the end of the
excavation free of charge to fill in the

trenches in accordlnce with the-agree -
ment made with the owners of the fields.

This successfull five - weeks season
of excavation procluced new surprises and
added greatly to our knowledge of the
eurliest settled communities in Anatolh
Nor were they in any sense repetitive,
since the new discoveries are for the most
part derived from the uppermost chalco-
lithic level (Level I) and from the P rliest
neolithic settlement (Levels VI - IX), of
which Httle til1 now had been learnt.

Lel.iel

Our conception of the settlement with
which we have been dealing as an open
villag-e, has this year been superseded by
the discovery in Level I of a powerful
system of fortifications surrounding it and
the evidence of its deliberate destruction
by fire. This early chalcolithic fortress, of
which we have so far been able to exca-
vate no more than a dozen chambers and an
-entrance  passage, was consitructed of
mudbriok ona foundation of stone (Figs,.
1, 2). Its w.aUs varied in thickness from
1,5 to 2,5 metres and were preserved in
some rooms to a heiight of over two me-

tres. It .i1s the ear:liest exiample of a miilitary
defense construction yet discovered in
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Anatolia, anteclating the fortress recorded
by Professor J. Garstang in his sixteenth
level at Mersin by a full thousand years.

The construction of the fortress in -
volved a preparatory re-shaping of thc
existing mound, around which it was
built; and the cutting of a terrace to
receive its foundati.ons involved the demo-
lition .and removal of a simibr fortifica-
t <m belonging to Level II and the remains
of earlier occupations to a depth of about
three metres. As a result, the foundations
themselves rested directly upon the
rema.ins of the neolithic settlement'a for-
tumite ci.rctimqtance of which we did not
fail tn bike advanhiQ'e,

Unlike the Mers,in* XVI forfress,
which eOnsit:thed of a sini:t!P row of ch m-
bers hnilt a,ir1:1inst. a :strm,1<r e clio"urre wall
the Hacilar fo'rl:ific9tior1  wiiis conmn'led
Jegs req-ularlv of commnni,.iut,inir. chumhPrs
with a.briormal 1v thick wiirl1s. arran-crP,1l as
manv as three deep aronnd the nerinli.ery
of the settlement. = Doorp1 betw<>Pn them
wi:>re no more thin OCTO m. wiile. F,ach
chamher h.i>d a hearth ani! t.he Imeo-Pr ones,
int>1-mal hnttrei::"1e8. nociith.nle<;. n'-ntf,wms
ete_. like ,iJ,nme,;tif. (Iwelli_ncr,;: hut. Hip thkk-
ness of the waHi:1. thc ::ibsence of noHPrv
or obiects i  sihl on the floor!l: 1l the
enormmis clenosit (over two meh'P'-1 thic'k:)
<ii' burnt debYic:; ::m1.<I ncshe'c; wili'?l fillod
them and was found to conbiin lit rallv
tons of notterv. as weill as am:uitities of
burnt hum':'..n bones, all surrire1tfld the
existence of an unner storev. wlrh:rns
fiithtlv const,-ucted of timber and used for
residenti.'’31 nurnoses in the summer
month8, as is the normal practice tocfav in
Anatol-ian villa,ge hous,es. It was evidently
this upper structure that had colla.psed
into the chambers ¢ lienea.th as a result of
the fire, carrying with it the defenders:of
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the fortress and their belongings. The
wllole fo:rtress had apparently been in
use for .1 considerable Jenigth of time, since
it showed signs of periodical strengthening
and repairs. After the fire, also, there
were traces of at least two successive
occupations by 1;1,quatters.

The size of the fortress, the prepara-
tion of its site. and the fiict that it an-
pears to have been completely const-ructed
i"l one oueration. all tends to s.u-ggest that
we rire here dealing not with a mere vil-
lag-e communitv but with +he central au-
thoritv controlling a cons,idel1bl-e nrovi,nce.
of which H:icilar mav well have been the
ridministrative canital. The qulntitv of
nottery collected from its niirni, is extraor-
rlin ,;irv. Our estimgte of more thiin a hun-
clred thousand sherds is a corniervative one
nd not less than 1-lixtv comulete vi::ss If,
were rf>conl-1tnicted 11.nd s,ent to thP Al1k'R--
ra Ar,heolniP-ic::11 Musellm. whilP m<inv
morp o-m be restored on paper for mubli -
cation.

Out. of this o-rer:it. volume of shel-ds.
1=t:hout fortv or fiftv shOw ::1 new techniaui:1
of surface o>-nam?nt (thon!Yl the shi:ner:;
0,1. the whole rro ncu much fli-f'fialeOut) Of
white naint. on a nink or n=>d b.,cl{g-round
(Fiir. ). Cnmhtnfcd with of-hOr fp::fine""
I-Inch as horned handles. s,itri=in handlOs
from neck to horlv. -new hinvl shanes ete..
tl->1e form a link  with the Vite Ch'lll'ti-
lithic clilture disf'<WPreo this vpai- h the
<IPenrst 1Pvels of thi=> sounrlin!!' :=1t. (RPV{P-
tuilbert (L,ovplg XL - XX). Tt is. thi>rpfQrP.
unlikelv +hat anv  considPr?hle chronnln-
o-il'al P--<in flet 1:1lone ::1n into:rJ1,;,;1;:0tp "J\ifin-
ole Chalcolithk" cnltin- ). will b" fflinn to
R'"narate fiip final <f'cnnation :1t Hiacillr
from the earlie1,] at Bevfo!'lultan - u saijs-
f9dorv circumstalwe. 1:incP  the 8fr:rti-
,P.'l-1>.nhic snupncP fOr onthwi>1;1t An'ltofiie
,o0s, 111! thus h<> 'on1_nli:ited. hnf- for tho 1;1tho-Pi;1
hetwi>Pn the MegolJithic and the be<dnnini;:
of Ffilcihr.

The most common technique of the
LOvel I notterv at. lli:ziclhir. -however. wiiC\
red-on-white, as in: the earlir levels: but
the natterns with the excention of sni.-<:1lC\
and maeanders, are all geometrical. The

ingenuity of the potters in the invention
of designs is most remark<ible, no two
vessels being alike.  Some continuity is
discernible between Levels I and II, but
this is a continuity of technique r,ather
than of shapes and patterns. The Level I ¢
shapes are as ingenious  as the patterns.
In ::1.ddition to circular  vessels  (Fig.4)
there are oval or rect'lngular bowls on
circuli:ir bases, others that a:re subrecbn -
gular or lozen:ge - shaped. while fars are
often shaped like a Rugby football. About
75 percent of the pottery shows painted
ornament.

Fhnirines rP Rg-ain common in Level
I. but have ,Hstinctive forms:. Seated fin:u-
r0s are now found anrl one of these 1i.ad
thP. navel mph::sisi=>d bv ::n inl-1v of oh-
f'i_rlian. Others rire convOntionr1 Ji.s;c,n. so t.hat
th,,v heg-in to resi>mble thi:> "fidifii*" tvne
fi=imiliar in late,- times. Seup,*11l vps,ieles of
ant.hrono-rn01-nhk C\hi>pe in thi> fo-rm of a
s11+P.d g-odrle<is. fnlly clres«Po. wiHi. nl1:1s-
ticl'llliY morfolled Tio"" P.ars 1>nn ;:1-rrr1s 1:1n<1
ocr.asioni:1llv with evOs inl::1id in ohsirli,::1n,
occur fol- t.he firnt time in this levP'1. 'P<iin-
ted animal fi,gures weiep :1lso common.
Stone tools wer0 found some of thf'm
<"rimnlptp wi+h t.he hmiw or ant],,r han:-llc
in which they were !'et.

"T'91,-ino- :,.rlvantl,o-e Of t.hf'il- m:mdmitv
below the L vel T fort1-Os.s, , further exR-
mination wi:is n-11:1de of the 1wolithic levi=>1s.
The mud - hrick walls of dwellin.q houses
mi1. stone follrndati.ons wei-e fonnd in Levels
VT and VTTT u.nd new ohserv;:itions madi>
rP.<tar<ling- the stratification. Tt. was now
found that. nahited notterv wi.th some oval
1> h<irn>1:; (Fio-. 5yanrl  fi.<mrinoi:; 1111 oeenr
aslrlv as the first occirnation (Level IX).
Paint.en. notterv he,,omi=>s mo-re common in
T, Vfli:; VIT and VI 1:tnd n1-eoornin,::1:nt in
T,nviial V (hi,o-jl'Ininir of P!'lrlv chalf'olithi,,).
TherO is in fact rio b-ri=>R-k to iciccount for the
f--.11:1siHon from "ueolithic" to  "I-u1lin
lif-Li,," 1=nn thh terminolO,,.v. 110r>TJtPn fI")TI1_
h" nai-afu>]. develonun=>rit ot Mei-sin. ac<'.or-
dlniglv becomes  disnuhible. A Jumn of
rnlti:ve conner wls found in the deepest
leveli of all.






