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While laying the groundwork for a 

hospital which was being built in the regi- 

on of Etyemez by the La:bour lnsurance 

Society the excavations led to the disco • 

very of sepulchral reliefs of the 2nd and 

3rd centuries (Fig. 1). in the autumn of 

1957 the building was extended toward the 

sea-shore, and this led to the discovery of 

the lateral wall and apse ofa sınan chapel, 

quite near to the Tekye of Etyemez. Un- 

der it was a small crypt, to which was con·  

nected a vau1ted passage (Fig. 2). 
in the apse of the chapel was a fresco 

of the Holy Virgin. lt was transfered to 

the Museum of St. Sophia. Although the 

Museum authorities were directly interes- 

ted in the excavations the contractors did 

not know that a building might be found 

in that 'region, and the bulldozers destro- 

yed a small building, joined to the vaulted 

passage, and which was probably an oste- 

ophylfo. 

1 -  The hapel and crypt: 
We can conclude from the remains 

that the chapel measured 6 by 2,5 metres. 

It was built with lbricks 30X30X2 cms., 

according to the Byzantine style. They 

bore the stamps: 

INBAIIOAA, INfHAIE KAH and 
HNHHAA YAA The mortar used was 

pink, and contained thick pieces of brick. 

The length of the apse was 1,50 met- 

res, and the width 1,40. The apse was co - 

vered with dark red paint to the height of 

20 metres from the floor, and the fresco 

began there. 
1The crypt occupied  the  area under 

the apse of the chapel. The size was 2X2 

metres. The interior was completely empty. 

2 -  The frescoes: 

in the apse of the chapel were two 

frescoes, one covering the other (Fig. 3). 

The earlier fresco was a representati- 

on of Mary in the  Blacherniotissa type. 

face was that of a very handsome woman, 

dressed in blue, according to tradition. On • 

her breast was   a medallion representing 

the child Jesus    dressed  in   white. The 

workmen did  not know  that a chapel 

existed there, and the excavations made 

behind the wall destroyed part of the fi- 

gure of .Jasus. Only the halo round the 

head ·and fille left &holder remain. On the . 

left of the Virgin's head is the monogram 

MP, and under it the inscription Y KATA. 

it has been imposi'ble to decipher and un- 

derstand the    inscription,  as that part 

which should be on the rigıht side of the 

head has been covered  by the pLaster of 

the second fresco. The inscription is in 

lblack on a ground of dark  brick color 

(Fig. 4, 5). 

The later fresco: Because the earlier 

fresco was detoriated, of perhaps because 

it was in a form which did not suit the 

taste ofa later period, or perhaps because 

they wished to represent the Virgin in a 

differant form, the fresco was covered 

with a coat of plaster, and a second fresco 

was painted. So far as can be judged from 

the remains the second fresco began higher 

up than the first, and reppesented the 

Virgin between two angels. in the couse of 

time the higher part fell off, and there 

remained in the picture only the ehin, neck, 

and shoulders, and part of has no inscrip- 

tion. As is seen in the illustration the plas- 

ter in the lower part f ell off and revealed 

part of the earlier fresco. For this reason 

it has been impossible to determine the 

style in which the second fresco was pain- 

ted. 

IT'he technique in the buildin:g of the 

apse shows that it dates from the middle 

Byzantine period.  The earlier fresco be- 
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longs to the 12th centuı-y, and the second 

to the 14th century (Fig. 6). 

Immediately under the apse a marlble 

slab 55 cms. long, 19 cms. in height, and 

13 cms. wide, bears the inscription (Fig; 
7). 

AN TONWN AN TAIIE WKAC MOI 

It is most probable that this fragment 

inscribed with .a verse from the Gospel, 

belonged to the chapel. 

The vaulted chapel. 

A part measuring 2 metres has been 

examined. It probahly joined the• crypt to 

the Osteophylakion. The height was 1.75 

metres, and the width 1.20. The floor and 

lateral walls were built with sandstone, and 

it was coverd with a vault of bricks. On 

each side was aid on the f1oor a marfble 

band 12 cms. wide. In the lateral walls 

were niches unsymetrically arranged, one 

on the right han•d, and other on the left. 

In a niche huilt outside the northern wall 

of the vaulted passage was found in sitııs 

an empty box of sands,tone. The size was 

18X14Xll,5. The worıkmanship was not 

good (fig. 8). The bricks and mortar used 

in the building of the vault which covered 

the passage were identical to those used 

in the building of the chapel, which indica- 
tes that they were built in the same period. 

ıThe Steophyl.akion was situated at a ı 
distance of 18 metres from the chapel. As 

it was quickly destroyed it has ibeen impos- 

şible to examine it. A rough sketch drawn 

from memory by an engineer was confron- 

ted with the recollections of the foremen 

who worked there, and this led to the 

following conclusions, - 

On the south side of the tekye six 

steps led down to the building. Opposite 

the staire was an al.tar ( ?) facing south, 

about 1,60 metres high (Fig. 9). The apse 

of the altar was painted yellow, with a 

cross in the middle. Tihe altar rested upon 

a coİısole of white maıble. On the right• 

side of the console was a stone reliquary, 

identical to that shown in (fig. 8). The 

console was s.haped like a writing desk, 

the -middle being empty, and each side 

full, and resti.ng  upon a leg, on the front 

of which was a marble slab with a Byzan- 

tine cross. A water pipe coming from the 

east passed immediately in front of the 

altar. The left side of the altar was· pro - 

bably connected with the covered passage. 

On the east side was a room 2,5 metres 

wide, on the southern wall of which was an 

empty marble box, one metre long, without 

either cross or inscription. The water pipe 

passed through this room and extended as 

far asa well situated on the east side That 

well was perhaps originally a spring which 

remained in a hollow place when the level 

of the ground was raised in the Ottoman 

period, and afterwards a wall was built 

around to form a well. 

Other finds: 

1 - In this region varioıısly colored 

mosaic tessellae were found in front of 

the hospita1 building in a moıınd of earth 

not yet excavated. 

2 - Large quantities of potsherds 

belonging to the 11th and 12th centuries 

were found chiefly in the vicinity of the 

chapel. 

3 - In 19:56, 20 metres north of the 

Steophylakion, in the area now occupied 

by the hospital buildings were found plain 

sepulchral stelae of the 3rd century (fig. 
1). 

4 - In the same region were found 

plain tombs covered with masonry in the 

shape of a roof. Inside were bones and 

lachryma tories. 

5 - On the western end of the hospi- 

tal building, in the earth not yet excavated 

a very plain sarcophagus of sand tone was 

partiaily discovered 1,5 metres ıbelow the 

level of the ground. In a similar sarcop- 

hagus discovered previously was found a 

skull which the responsible authorities sent 

to the chair of anthropology at the Uni- 

versity. 

We know that the lburial ground of 

Constantinople was in the vicinity of the 

city walls. Similar gr.aves were found 

nearly everywhere in the excavations made 

in various places in the town. In the ex- 

cavations made near the tekye of Etyemez 

it has been· ascertained that some of the 
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cemeteries were in that regiön, and that 

they were in use from the 3rd to the 4th 

century. 

It has been impossible to ascertain 

the nature arul length of a wan 1,35 met- 

res thick, which started at an angle from 

the northern wall of the chapel. It is 

therefore impossible to conclude if that 

was .an isolated chapel or the lateral chap l 

of a large church. 

Mehmed Ziya Bey has erroneously 

indentified the tekye of Etyemez as the 

monastery of Dius (1). Ho ever R. Janin 

ri>ghtly asserts tha· ; that monastery should 

be localized in the Lygos valley, or on the 

western slopes of the v lley ( ). In that 

region the Church of St. Irew.ıque should 

be localized a little fü.rther north, the 

Church of St. Emilien, near the gate of 

same name of the CoHstantinople land 

walls, and the Ohurch of Theotokos Rhab- 

(ı) M. Ziya, lstanbul ve Boğaziçi, pp. 51 
and 515. 

(2) R. Janin Les ıl:glises Et Les 
Mon as teres. 

dos, one of the oldest .churclıes of Const.an- 

tinople, f urther west (3). 

In the publications published in İstan- 

bul Dr. Paspati, in Byzantinai Melete, 
writes that a Ohristian monastery existed 

there, but according to the information 

he·gives himself the monstery was situated 

on the lef t of the road leading from Langa 

to Samatya, between that road the sea - 

shore (4). The informotion he gives on 

that monastery is rather vague, and he 

merely says that in the Byzantine period 

the Monastery of Etyemez was called 

(Mo,iJ -cwv ıxu,ı:ı-toyov) Sk,arlatos Byzantios 

gives no information. In H(J;diqa it is sta- 

ted that the tekye was formerly a 

church (5). 

AH those sources give no information 

that might enl.ighten us on the nature of 

the chapel. Perhaps tbe groundwork to be 

Iaid in 1,9519 will result in finds apt to 

enlighten this matter. 
 

(3) Feridun Dirimtckin, Marmara Surları, 

p. 46, note 34. 
(4) Paspati, Byzantinai Melete, p. 397. 
(5) Hadiqa, I, pp. 32,  22. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


